STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS

AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION

AUGUSTA, MAINE
043330135

To: Commissicners

From:

Date:

Jonathan Wayne, Executive Director

June 21, 2011

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

Item # 6

June 23, 2011

Re:  Request by Michael Lawson Concerning Expenses

In the audit of Michael Lawson’s campaign, the auditor determined that some of the

campaign’s expenditures should be viewed as unallowable and that the Commission

should direct the candidate to repay $583.04 in campaign funds to the Commission.

In reaction to the draft audit report, Mr. Lawson has inquired whether the Commission

would allow the four amounts in the table below. Today, the Commission received the

attached travel log in support of the candidate’s inquiry. The staff recommends accepting

the first two amounts.

Date Expense Amount Recommendation

February 10,2011 | Bank charge to obtain $20.00 | Staff recommends allowing
documents for audit gxpense

April or May 2011 | Travel to Augusta to $45.76 | Staff recommends allowing
meet with Commission expense
staff for audit (104 miles)

Sept. or Oct. 2010 | Travel to Naples to $26.40 | Staff recommends not allowing
distribute literature at expense, because candidate has
Republican party event created and submitted mileage
(60 miles) log long after the travel

Aug. or Sept. 2010 | Travel to Augusta for $45.76 | Staff recommends not allowing
Republican candidate expense, because candidate has
meeting (104 miles) created and submitted mileage

log long after the travel

If you accept the staff recommendation, Mr. Lawson’s repayment obligation would be
$517.28. As a general policy, the staff would prefer not to accept mileage logs this late in
the audit process, although you may feel that there are some exceptional reasons to accept

all of the campaign travel in this instance due to the large repayment owed. Thank you.
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